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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
the "several grooves relating to the balls" as described in the specification. Though 
these elements are claimed to be shown in Figure 6, it is unclear what the applicant 
means to disclose. An orthogonal view of the grooves with the runner moved away 
would be a sufficiently descriptive view, but the cross section shown in Figure 6 is not. 
Any structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed 
invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
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informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 1 . 
line 3, the phrase "having the runner" should be "having a runner"; on page 1 , line 4 the 
phrase "at the place" should be "at a place"; on page 1 , line 8, the phrase "controlling 
umbrella frame" should be "controlling the umbrella frame"; on page 1 , line 9, the phrase 
"umbrella at opening state" should be "umbrella at the opened state"; on page 1, line 10, 
the phrase "within shaft" should be "within the shaft"; on page 1, line 13, the phrase 
"while it Is formed a slot thereon" is nonsense and should be clarified; on page 1, line 
14, the phrase "clip user's finger" should be "clip the user's finger"; on page 1, line 17, 
the phrase "for runner" should be "for the runner"; on page 1, line 19, the phrase 
"manufactured in ease" should be "manufactured with ease." On page 2, line 15, the 
phrase "for runner" should be "for the runner." On page 3, line 9, the phrase "to 
engaging the runner" should be "to engage the runner." It appears that the application is 
a direct translation of a foreign patent application and contains numerous grammatical 
and spelling errors. The above list may not be inclusive. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1-3 are objected to because of the following informalities: the phrase "for 
runner" in line 4 should be "for the runner". In line 5, the phrase "a relating ball" should 
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be "relating balls." In line 6, the phrase "includes upper" should be "includes an upper." 
In line 7. the phrase "having smaller diameter relating to the" should be "having a 
smaller diameter than the." In line 10, the phrase "around shaft" should be "around a 
shaft." In line 12, the phrase "compressed by middle edge" should be "compressed by 
the inner middle edge." In line 13, the phrase "being opened stably" should be "in a safe 
opened position." In line 14, the phrase "for runner" should be "for the runner." In line 
17, the phrase "for runner" should be "for the runner." It appears that the claims are a 
direct translation of a foreign patent application and contain numerous grammatical and 
spelling errors. The above list may not be inclusive. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it. in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter that was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
The applicant fails to describe the use of the umbrella runner device of Claim 3 as it is 
portrayed in Figure 3. When the runner is raised up the umbrella pole, the top lip of the 
runner (1) will inevitably get caught on the bottom edge of the lower tube (32), thereby 
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preventing the runner from reaching the gap between the two tubes and rendering the 
device inoperable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the disclosed invention is 
inoperative and therefore lacks utility. When the runner of Claim 3 is raised up the 
umbrella pole, the top lip of the runner (1 ) will get caught on the bottom edge of the 
lower tube (32), thereby preventing the runner from reaching the gap between the two 
tubes and rendering the device inoperable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

9. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Katzberg in US Patent 2528002. 

a. Regarding Claim 1 , Katzberg teaches an engaging structure for the runner 
of an umbrella including a runner (10, encompassing 16 and 30) provided with 
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several side apertures (17) for receiving a relating ball (18), a sleeve (20) 
provided around the runner which includes an upper opening (21) and an inner 
middle edge (22, the inner surface of the sleeve) having a smaller diameter 
relative to the opening, and the sleeve having an inner low projective ring (32), 
which can engage with a positioning ring (31) on the runner thereunder, and the 
runner with the sleeve being provided around a shaft (12) having an annular 
convex portion (37). 

b. Regarding Claim 2, Katzberg teaches the umbrella runner as claimed in 
Claim 1, further comprising a shaft (12) provided with several grooves (37, 38) 
relating to the balls. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claim 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Katzberg as 
applied to claim 1 above. As stated above, Katzberg teaches all of the limitations of 
claim one including an umbrella runner but does not teach the use of two tubes as an 
engaging means for the balls. However, the two tubes in interval are merely an obvious 
variation of the single sleeve with an annular convex portion of Katzberg. The use of two 
tubes in interval on the shaft serves the same function as the groove taught by 
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Katzberg: an annular convex portion is fornned for receiving the balls, retaining the 
runner. Further, the shape of the annular convex portion fomned by two tubes in interval 
could be identical to that of a groove machined by a lathe into a shaft by a square- 
ended cutting tool, and the manufacture of a shaft with two tubes in interval would be 
easier to accomplish than that of a shaft with an integral groove. 



Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Katzberg in US Patent 2528003, Brandt, Evans, Lin et al., 
Schafer, Wang and Swiss Publication CH 621691 discloses sliding umbrella runners. 
McNeal et al. and Sallee disclose sliding locking members for tubular connections. 
Clothier et al. disclose a tubular connection with grooves to receive a relating ball. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eartier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Noah C. Hawk whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1480. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 571-272-6867. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct,uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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